CHAPTER SEVEN
IS   GREAT  BRITAIN  BECOMING  POORER?
WE have now examined the most important factors on
which Great Britain's economic strength is based :
(1)  industry and agriculture, by means of which she
produces partly for her own use and partly for export;
(2)  shipping ;   (3)  banking and capital investments
abroad, from which she meets the cost of her sup-
plementary needs over and above her own produce,
and from which she accumulates her surplus capital.
Our investigations should now permit us to answer
the question of whether Great Britain is economically
stronger or weaker to-day than she was in former days,
and in particular in 1914.
We have seen that the production of British industry
is greater to-day than it was before the World War,
whilst in agriculture the production of animal products
has increased and vegetable products declined. As
British industry plays a much more important role in
the economic system than agriculture we may say on
the whole that production in Great Britain is larger
to-day than it was before the war.
That is one side of the British economic system :
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